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Downtown library will offer new services, technology =
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PETER KELLY (TAKE FIVE WITH THE MAYOR) [
Halifax News Net

These are exciting times for thousands of people like me who use HRM’s public library system. The big news, of course, was
the recent commitment by all three levels of government to fund a new central library in downtown Halifax.

Not only will thousands of patrons enjoy a much larger book inventory once it's built, they’ll also be able to interact with 21st-
century computer technology. This exciting new sophistication is already finding its way into our smaller libraries, like the new
Woodlawn branch being built on Eisenor Drive.

When it’s finished this winter, it will be four times bigger and offer expanded computer access to information services and
interactive gaming technologies. It will also offer special services for patrons with auditory and visual impairments.
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Commuters in the Bedford-Hammonds Plains area will be interested to learn those two propositions for a water-borne service
to downtown Halifax are still being actively reviewed by municipal staff.

One is a concept to expand the ferry service; the other is a proposal for a hovercraft operation. Either would, if approved by
council, cut the commute time dramatically.

Cost-ratios are being studied, as is the potential impact on Bedford Highway traffic. Comparisons are being made with
different bus-service scenarios and we’ve also invited input from relevant outside government agencies.

Personally, as a resident, if | could cut my trip downtown to six or eight minutes, I'd certainly use such a potential commuter
service.

What an asset the new Canada Games Centre on the Mainland Common is going to be to our community.
This major project in Clayton Park will be completed in November next year, ready for HRM to host the Canada Winter Games
three months later and attract major sporting events for years to come.
The centrepiece is going to be the aquatics centre housing an eight-lane, 25-metre competitive pool and a separate leisure
pool with two water slides. There’s also going to be a 200-metre, six-lane elevated track and that's where you're likely to find
me when | have a spare moment or two, because | enjoy running. Perhaps I'll see you there.
You can contact Peter Kelly at city hall at kellyp@halifax.ca or by phoning 490-4010.

30/10/09
(3 SHARE w® 92487

Last 5 most recent Bedford Sackville articles:
O The tougher it is to own a gun, the better off we'llbe 12 12/11/09 12:20 PM
O A wonderful mish-mash of sci-fi, horror and documentary genres ] 12/11/09 12:18 PM
O We're in foracold one [J 12/11/09 12:10 PM
O Benand Max [} 12/11/09 11:58 AM
O Coping with 'huge' absences [ 12/11/09 11:58 AM
(view all coverage)

Last 5 most recent Dartmouth Cole Harbour articles:
O The tougher it is to own a gun, the better off we’ll be Q 2 12/11/09 12:20 PM
O A wonderful mish-mash of sci-fi, horror and documentary genres D 12/11/09 12:18 PM
O Spreading good karma [J1 12/11/09 12:17 PM
O We're in for a cold one ) 12/11/09 12:10 PM
O Alaiha and Storm Q 12/11/09 11:58 AM
(view all coverage)

Last 5 most recent Halifax West articles:
O The tougher it is to own a gun, the better off we'llbe 12 12/11/09 12:20 PM
O A wonderful mish-mash of sci-fi, horror and documentary genres [ 12/11/09 12:18 PM
O We're in foracold one [J 12/11/09 12:10 PM
O Leonard and Tucker [ 11 12/11/09 11:58 AM
O Officer working to cut down on thefts from vehicles [ ] 12/11/09 11:58 AM
(view all coverage)

Comments:

This Conversation is Semi-Moderated. What is moderation?
(Post a comment)

- there are currently no comments for this story -

Post a comment:
First Name: I—'
Last Name: I—
City/Town: I—
Province: I—*
Email:[

Use of an invalid email address may result in removal of the comment.

http://www.halifaxnewsnet.ca/index.cfm?sid=298662&sc=611

Page 1 of 2

19/11/2009



Halifax News Net: Columns | Downtown library will offer new services, technology Page 2 of 2

Your email address will not be publicized.
Comments: ;I

;I*

[~ I'have read and agree to the Terms of Use

[~ Remember me?

Check here to receive email updates on contests, promotions, and other important
information from Halifax News Net.

Submit Your Comment >>

Past columns :

November 2009 October 2009

http://www.halifaxnewsnet.ca/index.cfm?sid=298662&sc=611 19/11/2009



